Amar salam niben! Dear friends of architecture

Here is our second and final questionary.

In this questionary we ask you to give us your opinion and knowledge about special parts of the Dhaka.

In our work we discuss the existence of informal settlements and development 

Informal settlements in Dhaka have quite a big proportion and they have become an important part of the city. ( In some papers you can find that just 3 % of the city development is formal)

There will also be a comparison of informal settlements of Dhaka with those in one Middle east and in one African country.

In our research we figured out that living in „informal“ or „not regularized“ settlements cover a quite big area of housing, from multistore apartment to the street dwellers.

You can contribute to give your opinion as a local person who knows Dhaka very well

and also your opinion of a professional 
The data will be used to give an overview of the Bangladeshi perspective (There are a lot opinions from professionals who are not part of the Bangladeshi culture). 

So your Information is a very helpful and an important element to better understanding.

Some questions seem to be very simple and strange and they might just need a simple answer. Please do not hesitate to ask us if there is something unclear or if you think that there is something important that you want to discuss with us.

And if you know somebody who wants to answer these questions as well, we are happy about interesting opinions.

Donyobat!!!!!

General

1) What do you know about Slums in Dhaka?

a. If yes, please try to give the names of the ones that come to your mind first.

b. Which one do you think is the most famous one?

c. Which one is the most problematic one?

2) There are a lot of names for slums like bustees. Are there other special names for these settlements that come to your mind? 

3) Is there a such a settlement or neighbourhood which you know well or that you pass regularly?

Please tell us the name and the location (north, west, south, east )

4) Do you know any people who live in slums/ squatter settlements ( even maids or servants)?

a. If yes, please give the general name of this settlement.

b. (If you like to tell and if it is convenient for you to tell, we would like to know since when and why and from where they moved to this place.)

5) What is the general opinion about living in a slum? What you associate with it?

6) Can you please name some positive aspects of slums? (social, spatia, architectural)

- 

- 

-

7) Can you please name some negative aspects of slums?

-

-

-

8) What do you think are the main problems, the inhabitants have to face while living in an slum. (it can be problems in space, social, economic problems)

9) Do you think there is informality that can be found in the old city? ( e.g. subdivision of houses)

What do you think about the old city himself? What does it mean to you?

10) Do you think there is informality that can be found in the central city / formalized parts? ( e.g. addition of storeys)

11) What are the informal elements of the high class areas? How you would describe the difference between this  both levels13 of informality( slums and high class informal areas)?

12)What kind of level you can find in the informal developments in the city?

How you would characterize them? 

Squatter:

Slums:

Illegal land division.

Buildings without permission:

Addition of more stories:

Ignorance of planning:

13) What do you think about the planning situation?

14) Would you say that there is an active planning? What are the aims of this planning? In what kind of topics planning would help to solve the situation of the city?

    15) How many percent of the city are formal? 

Which areas you would describe as formal?

Some questions about Architecture:

11) What is your opinion about the current architecture in the slums?

a. quality, style, material…

b. (maybe you can give an example if possible)

12) Are there Outsiders, Workers, Engineers  involved in the construction?

13) What should do you think is possible to improve?

14) What is the architecture impact of informal architecture by developers?

Discussion:

14) What do you think is the reason for the existence of slums?

15) What should be done with this situation of growing slum areas?

a. Destroy?

b. Upgrade?

c. Legalize?

d. Relocate to another place?

16) Who should be involved in a strategy?

17) Do you know about a positive example?

18) What do you think is the future of the city?

Please give some comments, if there is something missing or important to know.

Thank you so much for taking your time to answer our questions.

We appreciate your help.

Franziska Laue and Mareike Boller

